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WILLIAM E. BURTON AND HIS PREMIUM SCHEME:
 
NEW LIGHT ON POE BIOGRAPHY
DWIGHT THOMAS
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA
One of the most controversial areas in Poe biography concerns his
 
turbulent relationship with William E. Burton (1802-1860), the pro
­prietor of Burton's Gentleman's Magazine. Burton, a rotund English
 actor, emigrated to the United States in 1834 and took up residence in
 Philadelphia. During the 1840’s and 1850’
s
 he was a popular come ­
dian on the American stage, admired for his portrayals of Shake
­speare’s Falstaff and Sir Toby Belch, and famed for his ludicrous
 antics in many contemporary farces. Literature was
 
his sideline. The  
first number of his Gentleman's Magazine appeared in July 1837; this
 monthly was originally edited by Burton and published by Charles W.
 Alexander,
 
a long-time Philadelphia publisher. In the September 1838  
number (pp. 210-211), Burton reviewed Poe’s novel The Narrative of
 Arthur
 
Gordon Pym at length; he regretted “to find Mr.  Poe’s name in  
connexion with such a mass
 
of ignorance and effrontery.” This scath ­
ing critique marked the
 
inauspicious beginning of their relationship,  
but they probably did not know each other at the
 
time. In his 1 June  
1840 letter to Burton, Poe remarked that the review had “acted to
 prevent all cordiality” between them from their “first acquaintance.”1
Burton became the sole proprietor of the Gentleman's Magazine
 
with its December
 
1838 number.  Poe, who had been living in Philadel ­
phia since early 1838, was then in great poverty; and it was no doubt
 his poverty that led him to seek
 
employment on the magazine in the  
spring of 1839. On 11 May Burton sent Poe a letter in which he
 accepted the offer of his services and hired him at “ten dollars per
 week for the remaining portion of this year.” The magazine’
s wrappers (or covers) for June 1839 carried announcements that Poe
 had been engaged as “an Assistant Editor” and that he was “to devote
 his abilities and experience to a portion of the Editorial duties.” Bur
­ton had no intention of allowing Poe to control the journal’s policies;
 the two men immediately quarreled over the conduct of the book
 review department. Poe prepared a blistering critique of Rufus Dawes,
 a Baltimore poetaster; but Burton refused
 
to publish it. He explained  
his position in his 30 May 1839 letter to Poe:
We shall agree very well, but you must get rid of your avowed
 
ill-feelings towards your brother-authors—you see that I speak
1
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plainly—indeed, I cannot speak otherwise. Several of my friends,
 
hearing of our connexion, have warned me of your uncalled for
 severity in criticism—and I confess that your article on Dawes is
 not written with that spirit 
of
 fairness which, in a more healthy  
state of mind, you would undoubtedly have used. The indepen
­dence of my book 
reviews
 has been noticed throughout the Union  
... but there is 
no
 necessity for undue severity. I wish particularly  
to deal leniently with the faults 
of
 genius, and feeling satisfied  
that Dawes possesses a portion of the true fire, 
I
 regretted the  
word-catching tone of your critique.2
Poe would not have appreciated Burton’s complacent praise of his
 
own fairness, because he would have recalled the “undue severity”
 with which the comedian had reviewed The Narrative of Arthur Gor
­don Pym. He had scant respect for Burton’s efforts at criticism; and he
 feared that his own reviews would be attributed to his employer, the
 literary notices in the Gentleman's Magazine being unsigned. He
 discussed his unhappy situation in a 21 September 1839 letter to the
 Virginia poet Philip Pendleton Cooke:
I
 send the Gent’s Mag: (July, Aug: Sep:) Do not think of  
subscribing. The criticisms are not worth your notice. Of course, I
 pay 
no
 attention to them—for there are 2 of us. It is not pleasant to  
be taxed with the twaddle of other people, or to let other people be
 taxed with ours. Therefore, for the present, I remain upon my
 oars—merely penning an occasional paragraph, without care.
 The critiques, such as they are, are all mine in the July No—& 
all mine in the 
Aug
 & Sep. with the exception of the 3 first in e ch—  
which are by Burton.
As soon as Fate allows I will have a Magazine of 
my
 own—  
and will endeavor to kick up a dust.
There were other reasons for Poe’s dissatisfaction with Burton
 
and his Gentleman's Magazine. In his 11
 
May 1839 letter Burton had  
optimistically predicted that his assistant’
s
 duties would require no  
more than “Two hours a day, except occasionally.” Poe almost cer
­tainly needed to expend much more time, because his employer
 expected him to
 
perform many trivial chores. In his 1 June 1840 letter  
to Burton, Poe emphasized
 
that he was not  “greatly overpaid” with a  
monthly salary of fifty
 
dollars, because his services included “proof ­
reading; general superintendence at the printing-office; reading, alter
­ation, & preparation of M.S.S., with compilation of various articles.”
 He would have also resented Burton’s practice of
 
absentee manage ­
ment. The comedian continued to pursue his
 
theatrical career, and he
2
Studies in English, New Series, Vol. 3 [1982], Art. 13
https://egrove.olemiss.edu/studies_eng_new/vol3/iss1/13
70
 
NEW LIGHT ON POE BIOGRAPHY
often accepted acting engagements which kept him away from Phila
­
delphia for weeks at a time. During his absences Burton seems to have
 given Poe the responsibility of issuing the magazine, but not the
 authority to determine its contents. In the summer of 1839, for exam
­
ple,
 Burton had a protracted engagement at Niblo’s Gardens in New  
York: on 4 July he sent Poe a letter from this city in which he dictated  
the contents of the August and September numbers.3
Poe remained with the Gentleman's
 
Magazine  for one year. The  
inside front cover of the June 1840 number carried a single sentence by
 Burton announcing his departure: “Our readers are respectfully
 informed that in future Edgar
 
A. Poe  will not be connected with this  
Magazine.”4 Poe’s 1 June 1840 letter to Burton indicates that the
 monthly’
s 
proprietor sent him an angry letter of dismissal on 30 May.  
In this unlocated letter Burton asserted that Poe owed him one
 hundred dollars, and he rebuked him for attempting to start his own
 magazine while still connected with the Gentleman's Magazine. In
 his 1 June reply Poe asserted that he owed Burton no more than
 “about $60,” and he intimated that his lack of enthusiasm was due to
 his employer’
s
 lack of sensitivity and tact:  “That I did not do 4 times as  
much
 
as I did for the [Gentleman’s] Magazine, was  your own fault. At  
first I wrote long articles which you deemed inadmissable, & never did
 I suggest any to which you had not some immediate and decided
 objection. Of course I grew discouraged &
 
could feel no interest in the  
Journal.” Poe explained that Burton’
s
 actions during the preceding  
month had led him to consider starting his own magazine:
Place yourself in my situation & see whether you would not have
 
acted as I have done. You first “enforced”, as you say, a deduction
 of salary: giving me to understand thereby that you thought of
 parting company—You next spoke disrespectfully of me behind
 my back—this as an habitual thing—
to
 those whom you supposed  
your friends, and who punctually retailed me, as a matter of
 course, every ill-natured word which you uttered. Lastly you
 advertised your magazine for sale without saying a word to me
 about it. I felt 
no
 anger at what you did—none in the world. Had I  
not firmly believed it your design 
to
 give up your Journal, with a  
view of attending to the [National] Theatre, I should never have
 dreamed of attempting one of my own. The opportunity of doing
 something for myself seemed a good one—(I was about to be
 thrown out of business)—and I embraced it.
Construction on Burton’
s
 new National Theatre seems to have begun  
early in May 1840. On 30 May the Philadelphia Daily Chronicle, p. 2,
 
3
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col. 4, reported that workmen had been “busily employed” on the
 
project for the past “three weeks.” An advertisement offering the
 “entire purchase of a monthly publication of great popularity and
 profit” from the present owner, who was “about embarking in another
 business,
”
 appeared  in the 21 May issues of the Chronicle, p. 3,  col. 2,  
and the United States Gazette, p. 3, col. 2. Prospective buyers were
 asked to reply to “box 306, Post Office, Philadelphia.” While the
 “publication” was not named, Poe would have recognized it as the
 Gentleman’s Magazine. The two Philadelphia newspapers which car
­ried this advertisement were noticeably sympathetic to Burton and
 his magazine, especially the Chronicle, a new paper begun by Charles
 W. Alexander, the monthly’
s
 original publisher.5
Poe’
s
 1 June letter strongly suggests that he took the first steps to  
issue his Penn Magazine shortly after Burton’s advertisement
 appeared on 21 May. In all probability, he had his Prospectus printed
 at this time, because he was distributing copies to the Philadelphia
 newspapers by 3 June. On the morning of 4 June the Pennsylvania
 Inquirer, p. 2, col. 1, reported that “Edgar A. Poe, Esq.
 
has just issued  
proposals for a monthly literary journal, to be called the Tenn Maga
­zine’ the
 
Inquirer then quoted  two paragraphs from Poe’s  Prospec ­
tus. The complete Prospectus appeared as an advertisement in the 6
 June issue of the Saturday Evening Post, p. 3, col. 7, and the 12 June
 issue of The Spirit
 
of the Times, p. 3, col. 3.6 If Burton had learned of  
Poe’s preparations to circulate this Prospectus, he would have been
 incensed, because his assistant editor’s announcement of a forthcom
­ing journal would
 
surely tend to lessen the market value of the Gentle ­
man’s Magazine. Moreover, in the 11 May 1839 letter in which Burton
 formally engaged Poe, he had stipulated that his employee was not to
 use his talents “in behalf of any publication interfering with the
 prospects of
 
the G.M.”
Although Poe’s 1 June letter touches upon most of the disagree
­ments which led to his rupture with Burton, it fails to mention his
 disgust with the comedian’s ill-considered and abortive premium
 scheme. In his 17 June 1840 letter to the Baltimore editor Joseph
 Evans Snodgrass,7 Poe claimed that he resigned from the Gentle
­man’s Magazine because of Burton’s “infamous line of conduct in
 regard to this whole premium scheme.” Of course, his assertion was
 not altogether true—his 1 June letter indicates that Burton dismissed
 him—but the scheme unquestionably represented a point of dissen
­sion between the two men. Poe’
s
 biographers have not been able to  
4
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describe Burton’
s
 “infamous” conduct, because the relevant docu ­
ments have not been previously recorded. The first announcement of
 the premium scheme seems to have occurred in the Philadelphia
 newspaper Alexander's Weekly Messenger, which was owned by Bur
­ton’s former partner, Charles W. Alexander. The 20 November 1839
 issue
 
of the Messenger, p. 3, cols. 6-7, carried a large advertisement for  
volumes six and seven (1840) of the Gentleman's Magazine, “WIL
­LIAM E. BURTON & EDGAR A. POE, EDITORS.” The advertise
­ment listed the magazine’
s
 principal contributors; it then gave the  
details of an elaborate contest:
To render Burton’s Magazine the most desirable monthly
 
publication for the next year, the Proprietor, in addition to the
 promised articles from his powerful list of Contributors, ensures a
 series 
of
 Papers of Original value, from the pens of the best  
Authors in the United States. To perfect this arrangement, he
 offers
A PREMIUM OF $1,000!
In befitting sums, for articles 
of
 value, written expressly for the  
Magazine; and sent in, postage free, before the expiration of the
 month 
of
 February.
250 DOLLARS
For a series of Five Short
 
Tales, illustrating the
 events of distinct periods
 in the History 
of
 North  
America, 
or
 developing the  
habits and manners of the
 present day in various
 portions of the Union.
200 DOLLARS
For the best Tale of pathos
 
or interest.
100 DOLLARS
For the most Humorous Story,
 
or Characteristic Sketch.
100 DOLLARS
For the best Serious Poem,
 
of not less than 200 
lines.
100 DOLLARS
 
For the best Humorous 
or Satirical Poem.
100 DOLLARS
 
For the best Essay on any
 popular subject connected
 with Science or Belles
 Lettres.
100 DOLLARS
 
For the most graphic Memoir
 of any living American of
 celebrity, divested 
of
 all  
political 
or
 sectarian  
doctrines.
50 DOLLARS
 
For the most interesting
 Sketch of Foreign Travel.
5
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The Editors do not intend to insult the competitors by refer
­
ring their productions to the scrutiny of “a committee of literary
 gentlemen,” who generally select, unread, the effusion of the most
 popular candidate 
as
 the easiest method of discharging their oner
ous duties. Every article sent in will be carefully perused by the
 Editors alone—and as they have hitherto catered successfully for
 the taste of their readers, and daily sit in judgment upon literary
 matters connected with the Review department, it is supposed
 that they possess sufficient capability to select the worthiest pro
­duction offered to their notice. All papers, poems, tales, etcetera,
 sent in with a claim to the Premiums, will become the property of
 the Magazine—but no article will be printed without some return
 being made to the writer.
Literary contests were not
 
unusual during the 1830’s and 1840’s, but  
Burton’
s 
offer of one thousand dollars in premiums was extraordinar ­
ily lavish.
 
In 1831, for example, Poe entered a contest conducted by the  
Philadelphia Saturday Courier, which promised one hundred dollars
 for the best American tale. In 1833 the Baltimore Saturday Visiter
 offered fifty dollars for the best story and twenty-five for the best
 poem; Poe won the larger award with his
 
“MS. Found in a Bottle.”  In  
1843 the Philadelphia Dollar Newspaper gave two hundred dollars for
 the three best stories; “The Gold-Bug” received the first prize of one
 hundred dollars. The contest conducted by the Gentleman's Magazine
 differed from the three contests Poe
 
entered not only in the  fact that  
the promised awards were larger and more numerous, but also in the
 fact that none of the
 
prize money was ever paid. In his 17 June 1840  
letter to Snodgrass, Poe stated
 
that  he  was “firmly convinced that it  
was never his [Burton’s] intention to pay one dollar of the money
 offered.” His remark implies that Burton conducted this contest
 simply as a means of obtaining attractive manuscripts, which he
 intended to publish without
 
paying the authors. Although there is no  
definite evidence that the proprietor of the Gentleman's Magazine
 was guilty of premeditated fraud, either his sincerity or his intelli
­gence must be suspect, because his monthly was encountering the
 same financial difficulties as other contemporary magazines. In his
 11 May 1839 letter to Poe, Burton complained that the “expenses of the
 Magazine” were “wofully heavy” and that its contributors cost
 
him  
“something handsome.” Shortly thereafter he ceased all payment
 
to  
contributors. Poe commented on this situation in his 11 November
 1839 letter to Snodgrass:
 
“It grieves me much that I can say not a word  
touching compensation for articles in [the] Maga[zine]. The intense
 
6
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pressure has obliged Mr B. with nearly every, if not with every, pub
­
lisher in the country, to discontinue paying for contributions. Mr B.
 pays for nothing—and we are forced to fill up as we can.”
The advertisement for the Gentleman's Magazine
 
that appeared  
in Alexander's Weekly Messenger on 20 November 1839 was repeated
 on the wrappers of the monthly’s December 1839 and January 1840
 numbers. On 2 December 1839 the Philadelphia Public Ledger, p. 2,
 col. 4, reported: “BURTON’S GENTLEMAN’S MAGAZINE for
 December has come out, and offers a
 
thousand dollars in premiums;  
which will set some persons to work.” In reviewing the December
 number, the
 
Baltimore Sun, 11 December, p. 2, col. 3, also mentioned  
the magazine’
s
 contest featuring “premiums, amounting in all to  
$1,000.” The Sun opined that a “rich treat” could be expected in the
 succeeding numbers. Burton’s premium scheme thus received ample
 publicity: the Gentleman's Magazine had several thousand subscrib
­ers; and Alexander's Weekly Messenger claimed, on
 
its masthead, a  
circulation in excess of twenty-five thousand copies. Moreover, the
 contest was favorably noticed by the Public Ledger and The Sun, each
 paper being the leading daily in its respective city.8 One of the writers
 who took an interest in Burton’
s
 contest  was Poe’ s friend Snodgrass.  
On 16 December 1839 Snodgrass wrote Poe to request additional
 details. Poe’s 19 December reply revealed
 
his distaste: “Touching the  
Premiums. The Advertisement respecting them was written by Mr.
 Burton, and is not, I
 
think as explicit as might  [be.] I can give you no  
information about their desig
[
nation furth]er than is shown in the  
advertisement itself. The tru[th is,] I object, in toto, to the whole
 scheme.—but merely follow[ed in] 
Mr.
 B’s wake upon  such matters of  
business."
There is no mention of the
 
contest in the Gentleman's Magazine  
for February 1840. On the inside front cover of the March number,
 Burton complained:
OUR PREMIUMS.
It is with the utmost regret that we announce to our friends
 
that our liberal offer of Premiums, to the amount of One Thousand
 Dollars, has not been sufficiently attended 
to
 by the auctorial  
world. That the honesty 
of
 our intentions was thoroughly appre ­
ciated, is evident from the various letters received from some 
of
 the  
most distinguished writers of the day; we have 
been
 complimented  
by the very highest members of the craft for the liberality of our
 scheme—and many cheering encomiums have been passed upon
 
7
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our plan as one divested of the usual humbug of the day. We have
 
received a few manuscripts of invaluable worth, touching some of
 the subjects named; but we have nothing in the way of competi
­
tion;
 our scheme or scale of premiums embraced a variety of sums  
a d subjects—
for
 various of these items we have no claimants; for 
others we have 
no
 competitors. We cannot award a premium for  
the best article, when we are without means of comparison. It has
 been suggested that the time originally allowed (to the end of
 February) was too short for the production of the articles required;
 as it is our earnest wish to carry our original plan into execution,
 we hereby extend the date of
 
reception  to the end of March—when,  
if we should still be unable 
to
 obtain a sufficiency of competitors, 
the articles sent will be returned to their owners, if a negotiation
 for their insertion should be unsuccessful in its issue.
On the inside front cover of the April number, Burton reprinted the
 
first four sentences of his March notice; and he
 
then announced  the  
cancellation of his contest:
We published the above statement on the cover of our last
 
number, and, conceiving that the time originally fixed 
for
 thé  
presentation of the articles was somewhat too brief for the pur
­pose, we extended the date of reception to the end of March—but
 we might as well have settled the affair at the original period, for
 we have received but TWO articles during the whole of the month.
 We have therefore no 
resource
 but to acknowledge the failure of  
our plan, and to return, upon application, the few MSS. 
to
 their  
respective writers, who will individually be addressed by private
 letter 
from
 the editors.
We say again, that our scale of Premiums was liberal and
 comprehensive. It was promulgated as an evidence of our determi
­nation to increase, if possible, that excellence and variety which
 heretofore have distinguished the papers of our Magazine. We
 were not compelled to resort to a promise of Premiums from any
 want 
of
 Original articles; our list of contributors is unequalled;  
and the talent and industry of the writers regularly attached to the
 work never fail to produce the requisite quantity of original mat
­ter. We imagined that a series 
of
 handsome prizes distributed to 
the writers 
of
 articles on various literary and national matters,  
would have induced a competition among the master spirits 
of
 the  
day; and that we should thereby be placed in possession of several
 excellent papers 
on
 subjects never used by the ordinary run of  
Magazine writers. The scheme has failed; partly, as we conceive,
 from the universal confusion of all wor[l]dly matters that 
more
 or  
less affects all circles, and partly from the general idea of humbug
 which is yet attached to all premium schemes, and is the result of
 the conduct of certain publishers in years bygone. We endeavored,
 in the various provisos of our scheme, to avoid the objectionable
8
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plans and moves 
of
 our predecessors, but we are now satisfied that  
however popular the idea of Premiums may b  with the reading  
public, the talented writer would rather take a moderate certainty
 for his production than submit to the risk of competition, however
 valuable may be the offered prize.9
Poe’
s
 19 December 1839 letter to Snodgrass establishes that Burton  
wrote the initial
 
advertisement describing the contest; the two equivo ­
cal announcements on the March and April wrappers can also be
 safely attributed to the comedian. To the magazine’s contemporary
 readers, however, these three documents would have appeared to be
 the joint compositions of Burton and Poe. In the advertisement Burton
 stressed that every manuscript submitted would be “carefully perused
 by the Editors’’; in his subsequent announcements he took pains to use
 the editorial “we.” The outside
 
front cover of the Gentleman’s Maga ­
zine proclaimed in large capitals that it was “EDITED BY WILLIAM
 E. BURTON AND EDGAR A. POE.” The assistant editor, who
 opposed this dubious contest “in toto,” would have resented the impli
­cation that he had played a role in designing and conducting it. The
 reservation he expressed to Snodgrass regarding the advertisement’
s lack of explicitness was fully justified by his employer’s cancellation
 of the contest, for nowhere in the advertisement did Burton state that
 the award of any of the premiums was
 
contingent upon his receiving  
attractive compositions in all the genres listed.
Burton’s failure to declare
 
the stringent prerequisite for  the pay ­
ment of his premiums was less culpable than the irresponsible
 manner in which he handled the manuscripts submitted in the con
­test. In his advertisement he had promised that no article would be
 published “without some return being made to the writer,”and in his
 subsequent announcements he had promised that the manuscripts
 would be returned to their authors. He was to violate both promises.
 Poe seems to have been assigned the chore of corresponding with
 disappointed competitors. On 27 April 1840 he wrote Roland S.
 Houghton, a fifteen-year-old student at the University of Vermont:
 “Your very clever article, ‘John a’ Combe’, was duly received, but your
 request, that we should notice its reception in the Magazine, was
 overlooked. By reference to the last number (for April) you will per
­ceive that the Premium scheme has proved a total failure, and that the
 M.S.S. sent
 
await the commands of their authors.  We should be glad,  
of
 
course, to publish the piece, but are grieved to say that the absurd  
condition of our present copy-right laws will not permit us to offer any
 
9
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compensation.” Houghton’s story, “John A’ Combe, A
 
Character, By  
an Undergraduate,” was published—presumably without
 compensation—in the Gentleman's Magazine for September 1840 (pp.
 137-139). Poe’s friend Snodgrass had submitted an essay in the con
­test: he asked Burton for its return, but the magazine’s proprietor
 wrote him that he could not locate it. On 12 June 1840 Snodgrass sent a
 letter to Poe to request his
 
assistance in this matter. Because Poe was  
no longer associated with Burton, he could speak freely in his 17 June
 reply: “Touching your Essay. Burton not only lies, but deliberately
 and wilfully lies; for
 
the last  time but one that I saw him I called his  
attention to the M.S. which
 
was then at the top of a pile of other M.S.S.  
sent for premiums, in a drawer of the office desk.... You know it is a
 peculiar looking 
M.S.
 and I could not mistake it. In saying it was not in  
his possession his sole design was to vex you, and through you
 myself.”
On 20 October 1840 Burton sold his Gentleman's Magazine to
 
George R. Graham, publisher of The Casket, a Philadelphia monthly
 with a limited circulation.10 In December Graham united the Gentle
­man's Magazine with The Casket to issue the first number of his
 Graham's Magazine, which soon became the most successful periodi
­cal in the United States. That “pile” of manuscripts “sent for premi
­ums,” mentioned in Poe’s 17 June letter to Snodgrass, passed into
 Graham’s possession when he acquired the Gentleman's Magazine.
 Around the beginning of January 1841 Snodgrass again wrote Poe to
 request assistance in obtaining
 
the essay he submitted. On 17 Janu ­
ary Poe replied: “Mr Graham is a very g[en]tlemanly personage. I will
 see him tomorrow, and speak to him in regard to your essay: although,
 to prevent detection, Burton may have destroyed it.” In February 1841
 Poe was forced to postpone the publication of his Penn Magazine
 because of a financial crisis involving the Philadelphia banks, and he
 accepted a position as the book review editor of Graham's Magazine.
 In his new capacity he arranged
 
for Graham's to  publish Snodgrass’  
essay. On 1 April he wrote the Baltimore editor: “I am much obliged to
 you for permitting me to hand over your essay to Mr. Graham. It will
 appear in the June number.”
In the April 1840 announcement cancelling the premium contest,
 
Burton had complained that “the talented writer” was reluctant to
 “submit to the risk of competition, however valuable may be the
 offered prize.” No doubt many of the competitors were immature
 students (like Houghton) or obscure literati (like Snodgrass), but at
10
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least one was to become a famous American author. Shortly after the
 
sale of the Gentleman's
 
Magazine, an editor on the staff of the newly  
established Graham's Magazine—Charles J. Peterson—discovered a
 poem revealing significant promise in that “pile
”
 of manuscripts  
which had
 
been submitted  for Burton’s premiums.  Peterson, an ener ­
getic young man of twenty-one, bore much of the responsibility for
 selecting the articles to appear in Graham's Magazine;
 
he promptly  
inserted this poem in a forthcoming number. Its author had identified
 himself as Hugh Perceval of Cambridge, Massachusetts; Peterson
 wrote him on 18 February 1841:
Finding among the papers of the Gentleman’s Magazine,—
 
after that periodical had passed into our hands and been united to
 the Casket under the title 
of
 “Graham’s Magazine”—a poem,  
entitled Callirhöe, I have placed it in the March number of our
 periodical. I need scarcely say I admire 
it.
 It has imagination—a  
rare thing now-a-days. You tell Mr Burton that you are willing to
 become a contributor on fair terms of compensation. May we look
 
for
 your aid? What do you consider fair? Please give an early  
answer, and name your terms. Our object is to have a magazine
 surpassed 
by
 none.
On 22 March the author of “Callirhöe” replied to Peterson: he was
 
annoyed that his poem had been published in Graham's Magazine
 without his consent. The poem had been submitted to the Gentleman's
 Magazine as an entry in the premium contest; Burton should have
 returned it. The Massachusetts poet informed Peterson that “Hugh
 Perceval” was a pseudonym, and he revealed his true identity: James
 Russell
 
Lowell. Peterson exonerated himself in his 29 March reply to  
Lowell:
Your letter of the 22nd, which I received this morning, makes
 
it proper that I should apologize to you for inserting your article,
 without consulting you.
When Mr Graham purchased Burton’s Magazine he bought
 
also 
a
 bundle of articles, many of which Mr B[urton] said he had  
already paid for. In this bundle I found yours. I was struck with it,
 and inserted it in March. Since, as you say, it was offered for a
 prize, Mr B had no right to dispose of it, but should have returned it
 to you. Believe me such a piece of (I must say it) fraud I could not
 knowingly countenance. You will do me the justice to exonerate
 me from any imputation of having participated in 
it.
 Of Mr B, or  
his magazine I knew little more than yourself.11
11
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NOTES
1
 
Burton’s career has been discussed by William L. Keese, William E.  
Burton, Actor, Author and Manager (New
 York,
 1885), and by Rue Corbett  
Johns n, “The Theatrical Career of William E. Burton,” Diss. Indiana 1967.
 All Poe letters cited in this study are available in O, with the exceptions of
 the 19 July 1838 letter to James Kirke Paulding and the 27 April 1840 letter
 to Roland S. Houghton. These were published in Ostrom’
s
 “Fourth Supple ­
ment to The Letters of Poe,” AL, 45 (1974), 513-536.
2
 
Evidence of Poe’ s straitened circumstances during 1838 and 1839 may  
be found in his 19 July 1838 letter to Paulding, his 4 September 1838 letter 
to Nathan C. Brooks, and his 6 December 1839 letter to John C. Cox. Burton’
s 11 and 30 May 1839 letters were printed in AHQ: 278-282. The monthly
 numbers of the Gentleman's Magazine were issued in green wrappers
 which carried editorial notices, advertisements, and other information. The
 wrappers are valuable documents; but unfortunately, when the separate
 numbers were bound into volumes for preservation, they were usually dis
­carded. Unbound copies in the original wrappers are difficult to locate. The
 June 1839 announcements of Poe’s editorship were reprinted by “C. E. W.”
 in “Poeana,” ABC, 2 (1932), 348-352.
3
 
Burton’ s letter, held by the Boston Public Library, is reproduced in the  
author’s 
“
Poe in Philadelphia, 1838-1844: A Documentary Record,” Diss.  
Pennsylvania 1978, pp. 51-54. His theatrical engagements during his asso
­ciation with Poe are described by Johnson, pp. 119-133.
4
 
Both the New York Historical Society and the Philadelphia Free  
Library (Gimbel Collection) hold this number in wrappers. Poe’s name was
 also removed from the outside front cover, which listed Burton alone as
 editor. The number was placed in circulation by 10 June because it was
 reviewed on the morning of 11 June by the Philadelphia United States
 Gazette, p. 2, col. 2.
5
 
The opening night of Burton’ s National Theatre on 31 August 1840  
was favorably noticed by the Chronicle, 1 September, p. 2, col. 5. In its July
 1840 number, the New York Knickerbocker Magazine (p. 88) reported: “The
 ‘GENTLEMAN’S MAGAZINE,’ issued monthly at Philadelphia,... is
 offered for sale; ‘the proprietor being about to engage in a more profitable
 business’.”
6
 
Between 4 and 13  June 1840 no fewer than ten Philadelphia newspa ­
pers commented on the Prospectus of the Penn Magazine. Additional edito
­rials welcoming Poe’s proposed journal may be found in the Philadelphia
 Gazette (4 June), the Daily Chronicle (5 June), the North American (8 June),
 the Public Ledger (9 June), the United States Gazette
 
(11 June), the  Satur ­
day Chronicle (13 June), and the Saturday Courier (13
 
June).
7
 
Snodgrass (1813-1880), a native of Virginia, studied medicine at the  
University of Maryland in Baltimore during the early 1830’s. Poe was then
 resident in Baltimore, and he probably made Snodgrass’ acquaintance at
 this time. After Snodgrass received his Doctor of Medicine degree from the
 University in 1836, he turned his attention to literature. From September
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1838 until June 1839 he published the Baltimore American Museum with
 
Nathan C. Brooks as his partner; Poe contributed 
“
Ligeia” and other com ­
positions to this short-lived monthly. On 8 November 1841 Snodgrass
 became the editor of the Baltimore Saturday Visiter, a
 
weekly newspaper  
which he conducted until 1847. Snodgrass and Poe corresponded frequently
 between 1839 and 1842, but none of the former’
s
 letters are known to  
survive. The contents of those letters cited in this study are surmised from
 Poe’
s
 replies.
8
 
The reports in the Public Ledger and The Sun indicate that the  
December 1839 number of the Gentleman’
s
 Magazine was the first whose  
covers announced Burton’
s
 contest. The same advertisement carried by  
Alexander’s Weekly Messenger may be found on the outside back cover of
 the January 1840 number; both the New York Historical Society and the
 Philadelphia Free Library (Gimbel Collection) hold an unbound copy with
 the wrappers intact. It is very unlikely that the December 1839 covers
 carried a different advertisement. According to Albert H. Smyth, The Phila
­delphia Magazines and Their Contributors, 1741-1850 (Philadelphia, 1892;
 rpt. Freeport, NY, 1970), p. 217, the Gentleman’s Magazine had 
“
thirty-five  
hundred subscribers.”
9
 
The New York Historical Society holds the Gentleman’s Magazine  
with wrappers for February, March, and April 1840. The March
 
wrappers  
are also preserved in a bound volume held by the American Antiquarian
 Society.
10
 
The sale of the Gentleman’s Magazine was announced on the inside  
front cover of its November 1840 number; an unbound 
copy
 is held by the  
New York Public Library (Berg Collection).
11
 
Peterson’s letters are quoted by permission of the Houghton Library  
of Harvard University. Lowell turned twenty-two on 22 February 1841.
 While he had been elected the poet of his class at Harvard in 1838, he had not
 yet acquired a national reputation. The contents of his unlocated 22 March
 1841 letter are surmised from Peterson’
s
 reply.
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